THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

Fearing for the safety of his ambassador Sir Ralph Sadler
he had previously threatened the citizens of Edinburgh in the
following letter.

XXIV.To   THE   CITY   OF   EDINBURGH

[Sept. 9, 1543.]

We greet you well. And being advertised that our ambas-
sador resident in that town, whose chief charge consisted! to
solicit the accomplishment of such treaties, pacts and covenants
as by the Governor and three states of that realm are concluded.
with us, hath of late by certain of your town been menaced and
threatened to be violently and extremely handled, contrary to all
law of reason, nature and humanity, only upon pretence, as they
noise abroad, that we have here caused to be stayed certain ships
of Scotland, the doing whereof, upon such grounds and intents as
we did, we are always able to justify and maintain: forasmuch
as the injury done to an ambassador hath been ever accounted
among all Christian men of so high a nature as it was never left
unpunished and revenged, and cannot therefore without great
diminution of our honour be pretermitted and neglected, but
prosecuted with more cruelty than we would gladly have cause
to exercise against you: we have thought good to admonish you
to beware, and eschew that outrage, whereby ye might provoke
worthily our extreme displeasure and indignation, and to for-
bear that attemptate, not only for the detestation of it in all men's
ears, but also for fear of the revenge of our sword to extend to
that town and commonalty, and all such p[ersons] as shall by any
means hereafter come in to our hands, to the extermination of
you to the third and fourth generation; persuading unto yourself
that, as we have, of a special zeal to the rest and quietness of both
realms, condescended to agree to such treaties and covenants as
have been concluded, so we be minded for our part to continue
the same with such as shall in all their doings show themselves:
by public testimony content therewith, and shall handle them
from henceforth with all favour, friendship and humanity, an$
also restore the ships and goods of all those which shall declajf
themselves towards us and the maintenance of the treaty